TLSA 27 June 2019

Timor-Leste Studies Association

By: Charles Scheiner and Pam Sexton

(with some photos by Jorg Meier and Anna Voss)

27 June 2019

International Federation for East Timor




TLSA 27 June 2019

Kan Akatani founded IFET in July 1991,

He was a retired UN staffer who represented the
Japanese Catholic Council for Justice and Peace.

With Rep. Nancy Pelosi and ETAN Washington
staffer Lynn Fredrikssen exposing covert U.S.
training for the Indonesian military, 1997.
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International Federation for East Timor (IFET)
Consultation Observation Project

East Timor field office International coordination: IFET U.M. Representative
Baimo Pite Kec. Dili Barat, East Timor (via Indonesia) PO Box 1182, White Plains. NY 10602 USA
RT/RW 01 (di depan SD 4) Tel:1-914-428-7299 fax:1-914-428-7383
Tel. 62-390-321969 fax:62-390-321264 ifet@etan.org
ifeti@dili.wasantara.net.id hitp:/fwww . etan.org/ifet
Working Group BECOMING AN OBSERVER PROJECT VOLUNTEER
Australia-East Timor Association

Austrakans for a Free East Timor Thank you for your interest in becoming a volunteer with the International Federation

Brisbane E. Timar Office (Australia) for East Timor Observation Project. This is an exciting and demanding project which
Campaign for an Independent East has evolved rapidly to address the urgent needs of the East Timorese. With the August
Tl (Sockly ALslrelis) East Timor ballot date coming up quickly, we are very busy reviewing applications,
East Timor Intemational Suppont § i W e ! T : 3 J
Centre [Australia) scheduling interviews, and coordinating volunteer trainings in various pla_lce:._ Before
Friends of East Timor, W, Austraia filling out the attached application. we ask you to seriously consider the following basic

Hobart East Timor Comm. {Australia)  criteria established for volunteers. Volunteers will need:
Canadian Action for Indonesia and

East Tirmor ® Flexibility: Th
East Timor Alert Network {Canada) face due to the
Pacific Concems Resource Centre Timor. Voluntg

{Figi) fective in ensu
East Timor Group of Committee of

100 (Finland) * Time: We req
Agir Pour Timor {France] age volunteers
Association Solidarité Timor-Oriental

(France) * Good Healt
Gesellschaft fur Bedrohte Volker ical services in

(Germany) with a doctor’s

Watch Indonesial (Germany)

East Timor Roundtable (Hong Kong) — « Stability/MatuTry { ¥ SUCSSTOT SHTATOT, Ui

Indian Society for Human Rights the current conditions, working (as well as living) in East Timor is emotionally and

Forum Solidartas Untuk Rakyat mentally challenging. We suggest that the minimum age for participants be 25 years.
(Germany) with a doctor’s signature verifying good health.

Watch Indonesial (Germany)
East Timor Roundtable (Hong Kong)  » Stability/Maturity: Volunteers will be working in a very stresstul situation. Under

Indian Society for Human Rights the current conditions, working (as well as living) in East Timor is emotionally and
F“""!m Sofilaies Ltk Hukyat mentally challenging. We suggest that the minimum age for participants be 25 years,
Timor Lorosae (FORTILOS, Indo- E 2 5
neats) though we will make exceptions on a case by case basis.

« Commitment to Non-Violence: IFET is committed to nonviolence and expects all
participants to adhere absolutely to this principle, agreeing not to participate in, en-
courage or support violence in any way.

¢ Commitment to Neutrality: The objective of this project is to support the right to
self-determination of the East Timorese under the U.N.-administered consultation. We
will not campaign either for or against Indonesia’s autonomy plan, nor will we ad-
vance any political viewpoint, either by word or action. Any real or perceived parti-
sanship by volunteers seriously threatens the effectiveness and safety of all those in-
volved.

* Ability to Work Within Project Guidelines: Volunteers will be expected to sign a
contract stating that they understand and agree to follow the guidelines of the project.
Volunteers will need to respect and follow the decisions of the project coordinators.

Amenca Latina y Alnca (Spain) « Language: English will be the primary language of the project and having volunteers

$;t;0"fzmﬂmm" (Sieiden} who are fluent and/or conversant in Indonesian will be a priority. Knowledge of Por-
British Coalition for East Timoe tuguese is an asset, but not as important to the project as Indonesian.

East Timor Action Network (USA)

International Secretariat, Pariamen-

tarians for East Timor
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IFET Observer Project National Coordinators

AUSTRALIA: Jude Conway IRELAND: Oran Doyle UNITED KINGDOM: Paul Barber
ETISC, PO Box 651 Nightcliff, East Timor Ireland Solidarity Campaign TAFOL
Darwin, NT 0814 Suite 13, 3rd Floor, Dame House, 25 Plovers Way, Alton Hampshire GU34 211
61-8-8048 4458 fax:6]1-8- 8048 4498 Dame Street, Dublin 2 Tel/Fax: 1+44-1420 80153
etiscaus @ downunder.net.au Phifax+353/1-671-9027 orandoyle@tinet.ie plovers@ gn.apc.org
i JAPAN: Kyo Kageura USA and LATIN AMERICA:
PaCivaish 1-7-210- "O\‘N'sh":uuamn Toshima-ku Pamela Sexton
ACFOA. 124 Napier St Fitzroy, Vic. 3065 S o ey e e :
S il Tokyo, 170-0001 Japan 30 W. Lake Ave. #D, Watsonville, CA 95076
pwalsh@sacfoa asn_au H:&l - -39 Iﬁ—_ 173 ]. WiB1-3-3942-6968 m.ke Lﬂ_-cxpln}"tlnnu m.edu (ce:
kyo@rd nacsis.ac.jp altin@atlantic net}

AOTEAROA/NEW ZEALAND: Colin Ile " +1-831 728-4190
PO Box 11069, Wellinston * | NETHERLANDS: Saskia Kouwenberg
64-4-562-8870 fax-64_1.562-887 | Veilig Verloop Volksraadpleging OTHER COUNTRIES: Chartes Scheiner

R T VVV Oost-Timor IFET U.N. Office

@ g
collu S planel ez pla Keizersgracht 132 P.0. Box 1152, White Plains, NY 10602 USA
CANADA and AFRICA: Maggie Helwig 1015 CW Amsterdam 1-914-428-7299 fax:1-914-428 7383
710 Bathurst St.. Toronto, ON M3S 2R4 tel: +31 20 6279661 ifet@etan.org
ph: 1-416-337-7290 fax:416-588-5556 fax: 431 20 6228229
maggie@web.net skouwe99@westhrabant. net

tel prive 020-68 36 533

FINLAND: Kalle Sysikaski

Committee of 100 East Timor Group NORWAY: Ronny Hansen
Peace Station, Veturitori 3. St. Halvardsgate 25 B 1. Oslo. 0192
Helsinki 00520 47-22-68-28-88 Mobile:47-92-97-86-07
5 x:358-9-147297 ronh @& online.no
PHILIPPINES and S.E. ASIA: Gus Miclat
FRANCE: Bruno Kahn Asia-Pacific Coalition for East Timor
154 Boulevard Magenta, Paris; 75010 27-D Rosario Townhouse, Galaxy Street

H:+33- 14B-T4-00-02 Wi+33-1-44-27.54-62 GSIS Heights, Matina, Davao, 8000
fax:+33-1-42-82-06-53 kahn@math jussien.fr [ 63-82-299-20352 fax:63-82-299-2052

GERMANY Monika Schlicher i

| -
Watch Indonesia! PORTUGAL Cristina Cruz 3 d e c e n t ra I I z e d
PO Box 106 107, Heidelberg, 69051 Com. para os Direitos do Povo Maubere 3 . -
49-6221-336108 fax:49-6221-336108 Rua Pinheiro Chagas. 77. 2 esq. 5
101612, 1002 @ compuserve.com Lisboa 1050
+351/1-317-2860 fax:+351/1-317-2870
cdpm @ esoterica.pt

IFET-OP was

New York, July 1999. IFET-OP volunteer
staffers and street in front of the
Indonesian consulate.




TLSA 27 June 2019




TLSA 27 June 2019

| —

| eastimor |

S, :
&L
= ——
2 Al

IFET teams leaving for Same and Suai
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Militia Leader Eurico Guterres, Balibo
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Generals Timbul Silaen & Tono Suratman, Dili

Wy

Militia Comman der Joao Tavares, Balibo
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International Federation for East Timor (IFET)
Observer Project Report #1

For Immediate Release: 8 July 1999 For further information contact either:

East Timor field office (Dili) International coordinator (New York)

Tel 62-390-321969 fax:62-390-321264 Tel:1-914-428-7299 fax:1-914-428-7383

ifet@dili. wasantara_net.id ifet@etan.org
hitp://www.etan.org/ifet

Report on the Militia Attack
on the Humanitarian Team in Liquica

A pro-Indonesia armed militia, Red and White Iron Rod (Besi Merah Putih), attacked a convoy of 77
persons in the town of Liquica on July 4, 1999. The convoy was returning to the capital city of Dili after
delivering food and medicine to thousands of internally displaced persons in and around the village of
Sare (Ermera district). The coalition that organized the convoy, the Humanitarian Team, consisted of
waorkers and volunteers of six East Timorese NGOs: Yayasan Hak, Etadep, Caritas East Timor,
Yayasan Kasimo, Timor Aid, and Posko for Emergency Aid to Internally Displaced Persons. It was
accompanied by an official of the United Nations High Commission on Refugees (UNHCR) and the
Humanitarian Affairs Officer of the United Nations Assistance Mission to East Timor, Patrick Burgess.
Dan Murphy, an American medical doctor, and Max White, a member of the IFET Observer Project,
also accompanied the mission.

The militia attack on the Humanitarian Team in Liguica on July 4, 1999 must be seen in the context of
the humanitarian crisis created by the militias. According to the UNHCR, an estimateld 30,000 East
Timorese have fled their homes over the past six months in the face of attacks by pro-Indonesia
militias such as Besi Merah Putih (BMP). The displaced persons have fled to forests and villages of

il PR i o 3
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IFET-OP VOLUNTEERS WITNESS MILITIA ATTACK IN SAME

On August 6, the IFET-OP team in Same witnessed a militia attack against a group of unarmed students
and refugees who had sought shelter in a church compound following threats from paramilitaries the
previous day. According to the information we received, the militia members attacked the students and
refugees with knives and machetes, severely injuring one of the students in the hand and shoulder, and
slightly injuring another.

Indonesian police were near the site at the time of the attack, but failed to respond quickly.

The students had sought refuge in the Catholic church in Same on August 5 after having received threats
from members of a militia group. The students were trying to open an office of their organization in the
town, but paramilitary intimidation prevented them from doing so.

Following the attack, the students and refugees fled to a nearby UNAMET registration site at a local
Catholic school. Reportedly, UNAMET personnel explained to the students that there was nothing that
they could do to help them, as it was beyond the UNAMET mandate.

UNAMET officials. however, have met with Indonesian authorities and have received assurances from
them that they will protect the students and refugees who have now returned to the church compound.

Quick media work by IFET-OP led to coverage of the attack by the Svdney Morning Herald, and the
Agence France Presse wire service.

ACCREDITATION OF IFET-OP OBSERVERS CONTINUES TO PROGRESS

More than 140 IFET-OP volunteers have received UNAMET accreditation. Randall Garrisson (from
Canada) 1s the iterim Consultation Officer and 1s, thus, the person in IFET-OP/Dili responsible for the
organization’s role in the accreditation process here in Dili.
|
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e __________________________________________]
IFET OBSERVER PROJECT BULLETIN

Issue #6 Week ending August 6, 1999

REGISTRATION OBSERVATION

The last week of voter registration was a busy one for IFET-OP. The team based in Baucau visited
UNAMET registration sites throughout the district including some in Quelicai and Venilale. IFET-OP
volunteers also went to Batugade and Balibo (both near the border with West Timor) to investigate
accusations of wide-spread voter registration fraud, allegedly involving bringing in ineligible voters from
West Timor. IFET-OP also observed sites throughout the Dili area, Maliana, Maubisse, Ainaro, and Same.

Based on these registration observations and interviews with individuals and groups in a variety of
locations, IFET-OP was able to 1ssue its third report (on August 3), dealing with the first 19 days of
registration. (Registration was scheduled to end on August 4, but the United Nations extended the
registration for two days in East Timor, and four days for sites outside the territory.)

The IFET-OP report raised serious concerns about the continuing presence of Indonesian military-backed
militia groups and associated political violence, as well as about wide-spread intimidation of would-be
voters. In terms of its recommendations, IFET-OP called upon UNAMET to extend the voter registration
period in areas of relative proximity to concentrations of internal refugees, tens of thousands of whom
probably had not yet had the opportunity to register. IFET-OP also called upon UNAMET to increase
quickly the presence of police (CivPols) and Military Liaison Officers in East Timor. Finally, the report
called upon the United Nations to begin immediate negotiations with the Indonesian government to
introduce international peacekeeping troops into East Timor given the inability or unwillingness of the
Indonesian authonties to bring about the conditions necessary for a “free and fair” vote. The Jakarta Post,
the Sydney Morning Herald, and the Agence France Presse wire service all quoted the IFET-OP report.

IFET and KIPER observers.

N

UNAMET_GARANTIA IM! NA VOTU NEE SEGREDUSS
UNAMET MENJAMN

KERAHASIAAN SUARA ANDA
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CNRT Campaign rally
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[Dili, East Timor
24 August 1998

The Honorable Kofi Annan

United Nations Secretary-General

New York, NY 10017 USA

By fax to: 1-212-963-2155

We are writing to you to express our grave concerns regarding the security situation
surrounding the Popular Consultation in East Timor. When we wrote to you on May 3 and May
23, 1999, we expressed serious reservations about leaving responsibility for security in the
hands of the Indonesian authorities, rather than in those of the United Nations. Unfortunately,
the Indonesian military has indeed seriously undermined the Popular Consultation, and has
done so to such an extent to throw into question the legitimacy of the August 30 vote.

More specifically, the International Federation for East Timor Observer Project (IFET-OP)
believes that elements of the Indonesian security apparatus and the pro-integration militias
with which they are allied have created such terror in the territory so as to skew the vote in
favor of those using intimidation and violence. Such an outcome could have far-reaching
negative repercussions both for East Timor and the United Nations.

representauves 1rom organiZzalons representing me aiversity of East 1imorese society.

Less than one week remains before the scheduled vote. Our gravest concern continues to be
the safety of the East Timorese people. There are pervasive fears within the East Timorese
population that the Indonesian military-backed militias will launch a wave of terror around, or
shortly after, the time of the ballot in an effort fo derail the United Nations consultation process.
IFET-OP is not in a position to predict exactly what will take place around the time of the vote.
We do, however, feel that fears of a bloodbath are based on a variety of credible factors.
Furthermore, we believe that the international community, as represented by the United
Nations, has a duty to ensure that these fears do not come to fruition. If the U.N. fails to fulfill
its responsibility, the East Timorese population will be exposed to great violence in the face of
a formidable Indonesian military establishment that is extremely hostile to the right to East
Timorese self-determination.

IFET-OP roving team prepares to visit
teams in the districts.
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Pervasive violence perverts the kids.

For Immediate Release:
Saturday, August 28, 1999
IFET-OP Report #7

East Timor Consultation:
Campaign Period Ends in Wave of Pro-Integration Terror

In Qecussi, Maliana, Dili, and Los Palos, Indonesian-military backed militia forces rampage;

demomm"" ..... A Frna Frnmmamnn ] Frntoren it nmn ] mnaseT i s e o
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Before dawn on 30
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Waiting to
vote in Suai

IFET observer sealing a ballot box
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International Federation for East Timor Observer Project
(IFET-OP)

September 1, 1999
CONTACT IN DILI
Tel: 62-390-321969 = Fax: 62-390-321264 = ifet@dili.wasantara.net.id

Contacts: Media Coordinator, Saskia Kouwenberg.
Spokespeople, Joseph Nevins and Russell Anderson
Media Contact, Sabine Hammer.

Report #8

Ominous Signs Only Two Days After Historic East Timor Vote;
Militia Roadblocks, and Widespread Threats Against Local Population,
International Observers, and UNAMET Personnel.

There are signs that the security situation in East Timor is deteriorating again, only two days after
the historic ballot that saw more than 95 percent of eligible voters go to the polls. Indonesian
military-backed militia groups, which kept a low profile on the day of the August 30 vote, have
re-emerged, engaging in widespread intimidation, establishing menacing roadblocks throughout
the territory, and causing.

There is a profound and pervasive sense of fear as the counting of the ballots begins in Dili. Last
night, IFET-OP received reports of militia activity in a number of Dili neighborhoods, including
Caicoli, Bidau Massau, Becora, and Camea. Militia members, armed with automatic weapons,

circulated throughout these neighborhoods, frequently firing into the air. Although there are no
brief accounts of the factors that led to these withdrawals.

Thursday, September 2, 19589.

IFET-OP Report No. 9:

Post-Vote Assessment of the Consultation Process

The International Federation for East Timor Observer Project (IFET-OP) considers the actual
voting day. August 30, to have been generally highly successful. According to officials of the
United Nations Assistance Mission in East Timor (UNAMET). over 95 percent of registered
voters went to the polls. This would be an incredible achievement in any country. That such a
voter turnout took place in East Timor, a territory wracked by warfare and where intimidation
and fear are rife, is all the more amazing. More broadly, IFET-OP acknowledges the excellent
job that UNAMET officials have done in administering the consultation process.

Although IFET-OP believes that UNAMET administered the process in a “free and fair” manner,
we have serious concerns about the environment in which the consultation has taken place. The
context surrounding the consultation process was not free and fair. Rather, it was one
characterized by violence, intimidation, and fear created by pro-integration militia groups backed
by a significant portion of the Indonesian security apparatus. These efforts biased the context in
favor of the pro-autonomy camp, and has perhaps distorted the outcome of the vote.
Nevertheless, the massive voter turnout suggests that the East Timorese people overcame the
climate of fear and terror to a significant degree, demonstrating their strong resolve to determine
their political future and to resolve peacefully the contested status of their homeland.

The vote and the preceding phases of the consultation are steps in a process of self-
determination, a process that has not yet concluded. For this reason, [FET-OP calls upon the
international community to provide UNAMET with the political support and resources necessary
to carry out its mission. Given the apparent inability and/or unwillingness of the Indonesian
police and military authorities to protect the East Timorese population, this requires a significant
strengthening of the international presence in the territory, especially in terms of security.

e e e e T
_ of either the autonomy or independence options. _
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IFET-OP Dili, 4 September 1999
waiting for the results.
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