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Background

• Climate variability is frequent 
in Timor-Leste;

• Rainfall patterns are 
influenced by El Nino and La 
Nina, and increase of tropical 
convective activity (cyclone 
seroja)

• Historically La Nina episodes 
added to the intensity of 
seasonal monsoon rains and 
prolonged wet season that 
resulted in damaging flood 
and landslides;

Status of Vulnerability

• According to available data, Timor-Leste is 
considered the top 10 most vulnerable to 
disasters;

• UNDP assessment concluded 54 sucos in the 
coastal are at high risk of climate disasters;

• NDCC Integrated Vulnerable Assessment 
identified 7 key priority areas  such as water 
security, food security, environmental 
vulnerability, housing, energy, health and 
income security;

• IPCC report sea level rise 9cm-88 cm every 
century, and increasing of temperature in 
pacific islands from 0.1 to 0.2 degree Celsius 
every decade

• JICA report highlighted annual increase of 
sedimentations approximately 3-8 cm/year
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Problem Identification

• Widespread deforestation, land 
degradation, and rapid urbanization 
contributes also towards amplify flash flood 
and other climate hazards;

• According to available reports, almost 80% 
(78.5%) of the people reported to have 
experienced “shocks” as result of natural 
disasters related to tropical cyclones;

• Communities are increasingly at risk of 
extreme disasters as they continue 
settlement in high risk areas due to lack of 
safety codes and land use planning;

• And, such uncontrolled habitation 
contributes further damage to ecosystem 
services, consequently reducing natural 
defenses against different types of disasters 
in various topographical conditions 

Problem Identification - cont

• Much of the low-land in Dili and few 
municipalities such Manatuto and the 
coastal areas of Lautem is lower than 
that of the seal-level, and it is 
continuously built from sediments 
resulted from the upstream and 
midstream runoff due to increasing 
urbanized and deforested catchments;

• Unregulated groundwater extraction 
(especially deep well) from below the 
city, which is essential for the 
population, causes surface subsidence 
that amplifies coastal and flood hazards;

• Limited use and poor mechanism to 
communicate early warning message to 
the public prior to a catastrophic event.
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What have we done to get to where we are? And 

what legal ties us to support each other?

• Anthropogenic causes contributes also 
towards extreme and unpredictable climate 
hazards resulting in devastating impacts;

• Timor-Leste’s Greenhouse Gas Emissions is 
0.003% of the global emission, but Timor-
Leste, as an LDC and SIDS member affected 
the most;

• As a Party to the UNFCCC Convention, 
Timor-Leste is eligible to seek international 
support given the impacts of the disaster 
exceeds our adaptive capacity;

• As the planet’s citizen, blaming others for 
the past, but we urge call to heal our planet, 
beginning from this affected island nation;

• As a Party to the UNFCCC, seeking 
international support is not a privilege, we 
are not seeking charity, rather it is our right 
as a member of LDC and SIDS

Where to go from here?
• Mid and long term

• Mainstreaming climate change into national 
development;

• Ecosystem services strategy to recover loss e.g. 
reservoir development, afforestation and 
reforestation of habitat losses, conservation of 
coral reef and other marine ecosystems;

• Development a solid standard mechanism for 
early warning system

Immediate response

• Naturalization and normalization of river basin 
and water channels;

• Develop urban planning policy and sustainable 
spatial management  procedures;  

• Integrated vulnerable assessment in all sucos;

• Drone and areal  hazard mapping and future 
ongoing monitoring; 

• Installations of flooding control pump to mitigate 
flooding;

• Correction of existing drainage infrastructure;

• Solid waste and debris control
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Technical and Financial 

Support 

As a signatory country to the 
UNFCCC, Timor-Leste is eligible 
for technical assistance, capacity 
building, technology transfer and  
financial assistance.  In line with 
these principles, we call upon 
your support for:

• Hazards analysis and 
integrative planning to reduce 
climate induced disasters, and

• Financial support for rescue, 
recover and reform for 
habitation and urban 
development.

Thank you!


