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6.6  Special Administrative Region of Oe-cusse Ambeno and Special Zone of 

Market Social Economy 

The Oe-Cusse Ambeno Special Administrative Region (RAEOA) has been established to 

facilitate better synergy among state institutions in the region in order to enable more 

effective governance, poverty reduction and economic well-being of the entire population. 

The Special Zones of Social Market Economy of Timor-Leste (ZEESM) are a national 

development program, aiming at the establishment of special areas of social commerce that 

will allow the growth of a social market economy, which means that people and the 

communities of a given Region are those that receive the greatest benefits, direct and 

indirect. 

In view of the rigid policies adopted in Oé-Cusse and the longstanding failure to comply with 

the procedures governing the State in the area of public administration and good 

governance, procedures which have been adopted in recent years by all government 

institutions, this Government sees a pressing need to change the current legal framework 

prevailing in that Region. 

A separation of powers between RAEOA and ZEESM is of paramount importance in order to 

enable society and the local population to have a word, express their yearnings and their 

expectations, in order to ensure the spirit and the ultimate objective of the creation of 

Special Zones of Social Market Economy; 

The effective participation of society and communities in the process of development 

carried out in their region is affirmed as the determining factor in the search for benefits 

that will obviously fall to their lives for socioeconomic and cultural growth that is 

responsible, transparent and sustainable development. 

Thus, the Government will continue to invest in this regional governance structure, through 

innovative policies and betting on this new paradigm of development based on the social 

market economy, continuing with the following actions: 

• Separate the services provided by ZEESM from the functions of the Regional 

Administrative Authority; 

• Integrate their financial services into the national FreeBalance system; 

• Improve control and oversight systems, especially for large projects, subject to prior 

audits by the Audit Court; 

• Improve procurement systems, ensuring compliance with the central procurement 

regime; 

• Conduct an immediate audit of RAEOA and ZEESM. 

 

 


