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Solidarity in the field: IFET-OP

• Formed in 1991 to inform and lobby the U.N. to 
support self-determination in Timor-Leste.

• By 1999, included 30 Timor-Leste solidarity 

groups from every continent.

• Loose cooperation, most campaigning at 

national and regional levels.

• International coordination for U.N. testimony, 
monitoring U.N. processes.

• Cooperated with CNRM/CNRT, but independent.
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Solidarity in the field: IFET-OP

In three months, IFET  
mobilized 125 trained, 
accredited observers 
from 22 countries to go 
to Timor-Leste.
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Solidarity in the field: IFET-OP

Office of the 
International 

Federation for East 
Timor (IFET)

Bairro Pite, Dili

July 1999

October 1999

June 2019
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Solidarity in the field: IFET-OP

Militia Leaders and their Commanders

Militia Leader Eurico Guterres, Balibo Militia Commander Joao Tavares, Balibo

Generals Timbul Silaen & Tono Suratman, Dili

Feisal Tanjung, Ali Alatas, Wiranto, Yunus Yosfiah in Dili (July 1999)
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Solidarity in the field: IFET-OP

Refugees at Ave Maria Church, Suai, July 1999

“Our women and children are still in the villages and forests. 
They will be raped and tortured. We, as men, will be killed on 

the spot for supporting independence.“

Autonomy 
Campaign in 

Oecussi
(August 1999)

Independence 
(CNRT) 

Campaign in 
Oecussi

(August 1999)
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Solidarity in the field: IFET-OP

The upsurge in violence over the 
last two days places the entire 
consultation process in jeopardy.
Unless the UN and the international 
community take quick and decisive 
action to stem the violence, the 
results of Monday’s balloting will be 
contaminated by fear.
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Solidarity in the field: IFET-OP

28 August 1999

Oecussi in Ruins

Two Days before 
the Popular 
Consultation
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Solidarity in the field: IFET-OP

Dili’s main street deserted 
An hour after the result (4 Sept. 1999)
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Solidarity in the field: IFET-OP

Dili, 6 September 1999

People flee Timor-Leste 
while Kostrad troops 

pour in from West Timor

Ave Maria Church 
Suai

Massacre 6 Sept. 1999

October 1999

April 2002

June 2000
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Solidarity in the field: IFET-OP

Where people once lived - Dili
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Solidarity in the field: IFET-OP

IFET continued to appeal to the international 
community:

• UN Human Rights Commission, Geneva, 24 September 1999

• UN General Assembly 4th Committee, NY, 6 October 1999

• UN Security Council, NY, 21 October 1999

• World Bank East Timor Meeting, Tokyo, 15 December 1999

• In May 2000, IFET observers and Timorese activists founded 
La’o Hamutuk.

• Many IFET observers have dedicated their lives to human 
rights, and at least a dozen have lived in Timor-Leste for five 
years or more.

• As lutas continuam.
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Solidarity in the field: IFET-OP

You can find more information at

• IFET sub-site 
http://www.etan.org/ifet/default.htm
http://www.etan.org/ifet/ifetop.htm

• La’o Hamutuk
http://www.laohamutuk.org

International Federation for East Timor (Timor-Leste)

P.O. Box 1182, White Plains, NY 10602 USA

Email: ifet@etan.org


