
 
 

What is the Fragile States Principles Survey? 
 
The Principles for Good International Engagement in Fragile States and Situations – 
often referred to as the Fragile States Principles (FSPs) – provide a set of guidelines 
to improve involvement of the international community in situations of conflict and 
fragility 
 
The FSPs were originally drafted at the 2005 Senior Level Forum on Development 
Effectiveness in Fragile States. These initial principles were tested in nine fragile 
states1 over 2005-2006 and revised. 
 
These principles were established because the deep-seated challenges of fragile 
states require different responses than those applied in more stable countries. These 
states face severe development challenges such as insecurity, weak capacity to 
deliver basic state functions, sometimes-weak accountability, chronic humanitarian 
crises and persistent social tension. 
 

What is involved in the 2011 FSP Round? 
 
Fifteen countries and regions have requested to take part in both the 2011 round of 
the Fragile States Principles (FSP) Survey and the Paris Declaration Survey. In all 
fifteen countries, except Somalia, the two surveys will be launched together, with 
data collection processes and joint dialogue combined. 
 
The 2011 surveys were launched at the regional meetings on aid effectiveness, 
which took place in November 2010. The national consultations for the FSP Survey, 
combined with the validation data for the Paris Declaration Monitoring Survey will 
take place in March 2011. 
 

What are the Fragile States Principles? 
 

1. Take context as the starting point 
2. Ensure all activities do no harm 
3. Focus on state building as the central objective 
4. Prioritize prevention 
5. Recognize the links between political, security and development objectives 
6. Promote non discrimination as a basis for inclusive and stable societies 
7. Align with local priorities in different ways and in different contexts 
8. Agree on practical co-ordination mechanisms between international actors 
9. Act fast… but stay engaged long enough to give success a chance 
10. Avoid pockets of exclusion (“aid orphans”)

                                                        
1 Democratic Republic of Congo, Guinea Bissau, Haiti, Nepal, Solomon Islands, 

Somalia, Sudan, Yemen, Zimbabwe 



 
 

2011 FSP Survey Process in Timor-Leste 

 
 

2011 FSP Survey Process Globally – Links to g7+ and International 
Dialogue on Peacebuilding and Statebuilding 

 
2011 Fragile States Participants: 
 
Timor-Leste 
Burundi  
Central African Republic 
Chad 
Comoros 
Cote d'Ivoire 
Democratic Republic of Congo 

Guinea-Bissau 
Haiti 
Liberia 
Sierra Leone 
Somalia 
Southern Sudan 
Togo 
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