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Section: ASIA-DACIFIC
ASTA-PACIFIC: East Timor arrests former interior minister
By SHAWN DONNAN

JAKARTA East Timor's former interior minister was put under house arrest yesterday
for allegedly distributing weapons to a group whose leader has said he was ordered
to agsassinate political opponents of the country's embattled prime minister, Mari
Alkatiri.

The move to detain Rogerio Lobato, a senior official in Mr Alkatiri‘s ruling
Fretilin party, came as John Bolton, US ambassador to the United Nations, said he
opposed deploying UN peacekeepers to Eagt Timor because the crigis there appeared
to be an internal one,

Mr Lobato and Mr Alkatirl have been accused in recent weeks of arming a civilian
group with the aim of eliminating political oppeonents ahead of elections next
year. The allegations have been made most prominently by a formeér independence
fighter - Vicente da Conceicao, known a&s Commander Railos - who claims te be the
leader of the group.

Mr Alkatiri yesterday denied he had armed anyene and said he had called for
independent, international investigations of the allegations. He had urged
Commander Railog to hand his group's weapons to an Australian-led beacekeeping
force, he added.

His claims of innocence came as the UN's office in Bast Timor announced
prosecutors had issued an arrest warrant for Mr Lobato for distributing weapons to
Commander Railos's group in order to "alter the public order and the democratic
rule of law",

Donna Cusumano, a UN spokeswoman in East Timor, said Mr Lobato was under house
arrest.

Diplomats have said Mr Alkatiri and Mr Lobato are among those who bear heaviest
responsibility for the recent upsurge in violence, largely for failing to resolve
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a dispute within the army before it escalated.
But Mr Lobato, who like Mr Alkatiri spent most of Indonesia's 24-year rule of the

former Portuguese colony in exile, is a controversial figure in East Timor for

creating a series of well-armed paramilitary police units that he controlled
clogely.

East Timor has asked the UN to send a peacekeeping force to replace the
Australian-led contingent and to administer elections next year. But Mr Bolton
sald he thought UN peacekeepers were "certainly not" needed, gince the latest
turmoil was unrelated to East Timor's bloody 1999 independence Erom Indonesia,
which led to the previous deployment of UN peacekeepers,
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