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East Timor prime ministexr resigns
Shawn Domnan in Jakarta

20060626 121534 Fast Timorese leaders were on Monday night working to assemble an
interim government after the country's prime minister, Mari Alkatiri, bowed to
inereasing prassure and resigned in a bid to ease a growing political crisis.

The capitulation of Mr Alkatiri, who had led the country's government since its
2002 independence, brought an end to a month-long political standoff with
President Xanana Gusmao and other genior leaders, and was greeted by celebrations
in the streets of the. capital Dili. The political stalemate followed the worst
violence seen in the country since Indonesia's blocdy 1999 withdrawal.

It was not clear on Monday night who would succeed Mr Alkatiri, an increasingly
unpopular figure in recent years because of his authoritarian style. But he said
in a resignation statement that he was willing to werk with Mr Gusmao to assemble
& new interim government.

The favourite to lead the administration through to legislative and presidential
elections next year is thought to be Jose Ramos-Horta, the Nobel laureate
occasionally mentioned as a candidate for United Nations secretary-general and
East Timor's best-known figure internationally.

Mr Ramos-Horta, however, ig not 2 member of the ruling Fretilin party and because
of that diplomats also mention hig former wife, Anna Fepsoa, the current deputy
prime minister and a Fretilin stalwart, ag a possible prime minister.

"It will require a lot of humility on my part to accept to be ruled by my own
ex-wife," Mr Ramos-Horta, who won the Nebel peace prize in 1996 together with
Bishop Carlos Bello, the then-leader of the Catholic church in the country, joked
with reporters on Monday. "My macho ego will not be able to deal with it.r

Mr Alkatiri's resignation came amid escalating pressure on him to resign even
after Pretilin's central committee voted Sunday to endorse him again as its choice

for prime minister.

In his statement which appeared to borrow in places from some of the very
speeches decrying him in recent weeks Mr Alkatiri said he assumed "my own share
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of responsibility for the erisis affecting our country' and was "determined not to
contribute to any deepening of the crisis.n"

In a speech last week, Mr Gusmao, a formar guerilla leader revered in East Timor,
threatened to resign unless Mr Alkatiri assumed responsibility for a crisis set
off largely by the prime minister's mishandling of a dispute in the country's
armed forces.

The dispute began when 600 of the 1,200 soldiers in the army went out on strike,
claiming that they were being digcriminated against because they were from the
country's western provinces and most commanders were from the east.

Mr Alkatiri's decision to fire the 600 striking soldiers eventually led to the
viclence that last month saw machete-wielding ethnic gangs take to the streets of
the country's capital, Dili, and burn down houses. More than 100,000 pecple have
been displaced by the vielence which left about 30 dead, according to most
estimates.

Pregsure on him grew last week when Australian television screened allegations
that Mr Alkatiri and a since-arrested political ally, Rogerio Lobato, had armed a
group to assassinate political opponents.
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