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MESSAGE FROM THE CO-ORDINATOR 
 
Welcome to the third edition of the Publish What You Pay coalition newsletter, which is 
also the first for 2003. 
 
Since its launch eight months go, Publish What You Pay has made remarkable progress. 
The efforts of our coalition members in advocacy and lobbying work must be 
commended. Particularly I pay tribute to the key organisations steering PWYP: CAFOD, 
CIDSE, Global Witness, Open Society Institute EU and US, Oxfam GB, Pax Christi 
Netherlands, Save the Children UK, and Transparency International UK. 
 
Of course, there is still much to be done, most importantly in engaging our partner 
organisations based in the South more effectively in the campaign and contributing to its 
implementation on a country level. This is especially critical in the areas where 
transparency is need the most, such as in Africa, Latin Ameri ca, and Central & Southern 
Asia. Building the on-the-ground awareness of PWYP in these regions is the highest of 
priorities, which can only be successful with the support and facilitation by our coalition 
partners. 
 
Other urgent priorities include: strengthening the political leverage of Publish What You 
Pay; educating and influencing law and policy makers; exerting greater pressure on 
extractive companies to commit to establishing a mandatory disclosure on a global and 
comprehensive scale; and to bring all other important stakeholders on board to 
fundamentally concur with the principles and asks of the appeal. 
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I look forward to consolidating the momentum that PWYP has gained internationally 
with all our coalition partners, and working effectively to achieve our common aims. 
 

Henry Parham 
Publish What You Pay Co-ordinator 

24 February 2003 
 

C/- OSI London 
2nd Floor, Tower Building 

11 York Road 
London SE1 7NX United Kingdom 

Telephone: +44 (0) 20 7981 0315 
Fax: +44 (0) 20 7981 0319 

E-mail: coordinator@publishwhatyoupay.org 
 
 
 
COALITION UPDATE 
 
Recent new signatories to the appeal include: 
 

• Brazilian Institute of Social and Economic Analyses, IBASE (Brazil) 
• Ecumenical Net Central Africa (Germany) 
• Our Niger Delta (Nigeria) 
• SOLIDAR (Belgium) 
• Transparency International Indonesia 
• West African NGO Network, WANGONeT 
• Zimbabwe Democracy Trust (USA) 
 

The Publish What You Pay coalition now has 86 NGO members…and counting. New 
signatories are always most welcome and your support in broadening, strengthening and 
diversifying the membership is strongly encouraged. 
 
 
 
EXTRACTIVE INDUSTRIES TRANSPARENCY INITIATIVE 
 
Following the announcement of the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI) 
in September 2002 at the World Summit for Sustainable Development by UK Prime 
Minister, Tony Blair, and a UK Stakeholders’ Meeting in last November, an International 
Stakeholders Workshop on the was held 11-12 February, in London, convened by the 
UK Department for International Development. There was an excellent attendance of 
governments, companies and other industry bodies, with representation of civil society 
comprising of members of the PWYP coalition from both North and South. 
 
On balance, the EITI meeting was a positive step effectively capitalised on the growing 
international dialogue between stakeholders. The basic message to come out of the 
meeting was that it is hard to envisage governments (at least those present) going down a 
mandatory track at this stage, but there is consensus that whatever is produced by the 
EITI must ensure a level playing field for all extractive industries. Moreover, the EITI 
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considers mandatory to be the goal, but voluntary to be the more realistic goal (and the 
means to get other countries and governments on board). 
 
Whilst it was overall an encouraging way forward on addressing the issue of revenue 
transparency internationally, PWYP has significant concerns about the EITI “compact” 
that has been drafted. It has been proposed as the way forward for governments, 
companies and civil society to agree to the disclosure of earnings and payments, 
respectively, under specific templates designed to reveal the full extent of such financial 
information so that it can be assessed and monitored transparently. PWYP’s concerns are 
based on the fundamental fact that EITI needs to reach out to the countries where 
transparency is most needed. The compact in its current form focuses on voluntary 
measures and thus will not deliver in difficult countries –  which is the fundamental basis 
for PWYP’s argument for mandatory solutions. The compact is, however, far from a 
‘done deal’; much more work will be done on the company and government disclosure 
templates and on wording on progression towards mandatory reporting mechanisms. 
 
An important point that came out of the discussions was that several large oil companies 
declared their willingness publish revenues paid at a national level, although many 
qualified this with "if permitted by host governments to do so". On this point, PWYP 
stressed that a “parallel track” to the EITI is needed for success (i.e. for companies to 
publish what they pay and for governments to publish what they earn. Host governments 
will only permit disclosure when confidentiality and competitive advantage is guaranteed. 
 
Other main points to note from the meeting: 

• Several companies insisted the individual company data had to be aggregated; 
• There was a general agreement that the World Bank and the IMF should be the 

"honest brokers" for the data from governments and companies 
• There was broad support for the establishment of national, tri-partite bodies in 

producing countries to review and disseminate the data to a wider public and 
monitor compliance 

• Strong interest was expressed in "pilots" or a first wave of countries and 
companies to endorse the compact and commit to the templates by the time of 
the Evian G-8 summit this June.  

 
The follow-up to the International Stakeholders’ Workshop is to comprise of small 
working group sessions to negotiate and revi se the EITI Compact and templates that 
have been drafted, as well as regional EITI workshops held by DFID to acquire further 
buy-in from other stakeholders. PWYP representatives will be participating in small these 
platforms and push for greater emphasis on the process leading to mandatory solutions 
Most importantly, a Ministerial EITI meeting is planned for 13 May; however, much 
more work has to be done to secure the success and effectiveness of the EITI. 
 
More information on the EITI, the “Compact” and the government and company 
templates is available at www.dfid.gov.uk 
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COALITION ACTIVITIES 
 
France 
On 4 February, Secours Catholique organised a Press Conference on Publish What You 
Pay. Several journalists attended, as well as many members of staff from the French 
NGO platform, which is co-ordinating “Publiez ce que Vous Payez” in France. 
 
Secours Catholique and the other members of the French platform were instrumental in 
the organisation of a day conference with civil society representatives of Congo -
Brazzaville to discuss revenue transparency, 13 February in Paris. A Declaration of 
principles was produced by those present as a guiding statement for how to address the 
issues in Congo-Brazzaville, which listed recommendations for the government, 
companies operating in the country and international financial institutions on what their 
contributions should be to achieving transparency – thereby accomplishing the aims of 
PWYP in the country context of Congo -Brazzaville. This declaration is on the website. 
 
Germany 
An informal meeting with NGOs was held in Berlin, 29 January at the Transparency 
International Secretariat offices. There was a large attendance of participants and it was a 
successful meeting in awareness rai sing of PWYP, as well as developing strategies for 
taking the campaign forward in Germany. A national PWYP platform in Germany is still 
be properly secured and co -ordinated. 
 
PWYP representatives also attended meetings with members of the German government 
and Foreign Ministry to discuss revenue transparency issues and how the international 
process can be taken forward. These meetings were very useful in clarifying the German 
government’s position on PWYP and more broadly the EITI, as well as how revenue 
transparency is to be addressed. The German government favours voluntary endeavours 
but is on the whole very supportive of PWYP and the EITI. 
 
The Netherlands 
Pax Christi Netherlands and NiZA (who lead Fatal Transactions) will host a seminar on 
27 March on PWYP for NGOs, the government, the local press and Shell.  
 
United Kingdom 
On 10 February a meeting was held with coalition member organisations from the UK, 
also attended by the European Co-ordination group. The meeting was held to update and 
inform coalition members on the progress of PWYP, to discuss the EITI International 
Stakeholders’ Workshop and to meet with some of the representatives of developing 
country coalition members from Kazakhstan, Indonesia, Brazil and Chad who were 
attending the EITI meeting. 
 
I very strongly encourage you to send to me an update of your organisations activities on PWYP on a 
regular basis so that I am aware of your progress. This will also improve communication and 
collaboration amongst coalition members. 
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CAMPAIGN STRATEGY 
 

• Publish What You Pay is holding a Strategic Planning day on Monday 10 March 
in London at Global Witness. The objective is to ground PWYP in a more formal 
strategy and to develop the regional focus on the campaign in Africa, Europe, 
Central Asia and the United States. Partners from these regions are to participate 
in this workshop and planning day. The coalition will of course be briefed on the 
outcome of this day. 

 
• One of the topics for consideration at this meeting is the issue of a “Publish 

What You Earn” strategy. PWYP focuses on companies and their payments to 
national governments, and has so far maintained that governments to publish 
what they earn is a complementary angle of the campaign – it is just not an 
official part of the campaign approach or mandate. A formal perspective on how 
PWYE fits into the PWYP agenda is an important matter to resolve because it is 
now accepted (as demonstrated in the EITI process) that a two-pronged 
government and company track approach is necessary to achieve revenue 
transparency. 

 
• Oxfam GB is leading in developing a formal PWYP Strategy for Africa. It will be 

considered by the Co-ordination group and then forwarded to the coalition as a 
guide to the steps to take to push forward with the campaign. Most importantly, 
it will address how to constructively engage with civil society networks in Africa. 

 
 
COUNTRY FOCUS 
 
The following is an account from one of the PWYP coalition members of the history of the “resource 
curse” in Kazakhstan –  highlighting the link that resource wealth has with government corruption and 
poverty in this country. 
 
By Sergey Solyanik, 
The Ecological Society Green Salvation (Almaty, Kazakhstan). 
February 2003 
 
Over the past ten years, Kazakhstan and its natural resources (including ample reserves 
of crude hydrocarbons) have become the focus of rapt attention of such transnational 
corporations as ChevronTexaco, ExxonMobil, Phillips Petroleum, British Gas, Royal 
Dutch/Shell and others. In conditions of the current authoritarian regime, the high level 
of corruption, the problems with current laws and their weak enforcement, as well as the 
absence of a developed civil society, the Kazakhstan government disposes of natural 
resources virtually unilaterally. Transnational corporations have also taken active part in 
the division of natural resources and revenues from their exploitation. Although natural 
resources is national property according to the Constitution, it is hard for Kazakhstan’s 
people to know who receives how much from the use of national resources, where the 
money earned from the extraction of natural resources is going to, and how that money 
is allocated in the budgets of our country.   
 
The production sharing agreements (PSA) concluded between Kazakhstan’s government 
and the transnational corporations are kept secret, so it is difficult to judge how 
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beneficial they are for the people of the country. Experts believe that, under the 
contracts with Agip KCO and the Karachaganak Integrated Organization, Kazakhstan 
could realistically receive “just one quarter of the value of the extracted reserves” of 
hydrocarbon resources from the Kashagan and Karachaganak deposits (Izvestiya, 
September 26, 2001). Other sources believe that the country’s losses from the deals 
relating to the Tengiz site already amount to about $15 billion (Megapolis, September 26, 
2001). International financial institutions have suggested “the country is not taking in 
enough revenue from the petroleum sector. At the same time, the International Monetary 
Fund believes that the government is encouraging this and that there are certain 
additional financial streams that are not reflected in the government’s budget” 
(Respublika business journal, January 10, 2002). According to data from the World Bank, 
despite the annual increases in the amount of resources extracted, macroeconomic and 
structural reforms “still have not led to improvements in living standards for the majority 
of the population” (Kazakhstan: Priority Areas of Development and Proposed Action 
Program for the World Bank, September 2001, pp. 2-5).  
 
Thus, with respect to natural resources we see violations of human rights in Kazakhstan, 
since the country’s people are not receiving the benefit of the use of those resources. 
Over the last ten years, such previously unknown social phenomena as unemployment, 
poverty, severe economic stratification, illiteracy, and growing illness have become 
constant companions in our lives. Poverty and destruction of the environment go hand 
in hand.  In 1990 Kazakhstan occupied 37 th place in the world in its standard of living, by 
1999 it appeared in 113th place.  
 
Therefore, if the government of our country and companies declare their support for 
human rights and the ideas of sustainable development, they should disclose the 
production-sharing and joint-venture agreements for natural resources development. The 
government should provide opportunities for public comment on the budget. 
International and national companies should publish financial information in line with 
international accounting standards. Kazakhstan’s government should introduce relevant 
legislation and develop procedures and infrastructure for better transparency and 
accountability of revenues in the country. It helps to improve investment climate in the 
country.  
 
The governments of the United States, the European Union member-states, and other 
developed countries should use their domestic regulatory powers to require extractive 
companies to make public the taxes, royalties, production-sharing fees, bonuses, and 
other forms of payment to the government of Kazakhstan. 
 
For more information on Green Salvation, visit: www.greensalvation.org  
 
For the next newsletter, the spotlight will be on Equatorial Guinea. If you would like to write for the 
“Country Focus” piece on this country, please send your contributions to: 
coordinator@publishwhatyoupay.org 
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ACTIVITY BRIEF & TOOLKIT 
 
A copy of the Publish What You Pay Activity Brief & Toolkit is available on the website 
for all coalition members to refer to. 
 
It is a basic, general outline of the means by which coalition supporters of PWYP can 
constructively engage in PWYP by contributing to the advocacy and lobbying work in 
the country in which your organisation is based. 
 
The Activity Brief lists wide-ranging as well as specific advocacy actions and ideas. 
Recommended actions include media awareness campaigns, organising a civil society 
forum on PWYP and transparency issues, lobbying of extractive companies and 
governments, and collating research materials to use as in-country evidence of why 
revenue transparency (and mandatory disclosure) is needed. 
 
It is the objective of this Activity Brief & Toolkit that it will stimulate thought and action 
on country and region-specific campaign strategies (and toolkits) by coalition partners. 
 
Other campaign resources such as a leaflet and posters, which are useful for coalition 
members, are also available on the website. 
 
 
 
 
PRESS COVERAGE & MEDIA ARTICLES OF INTEREST 
 
The Times Online: “The oil flows but Angola's people live on handouts”  
By Michael Dynes, 23rd February 2003 
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/printFriendly/0,, 1-37-588827,00.html 
 
Gordon Brown (UK Chancellor): speech at the Royal Institute of International Affairs, 
22 January 2003. Covers financial transparency issues and cites fiscal transparency as a 
top condition in government and corporate regimes for his proposed International 
Finance Facility. Available at www.hm-treasury.gov.uk 
 
Corpwatch: “The New Oil Order”, February 14 2003 
Available at: http://www.corpwatch.org/issues/PID.jsp?articleid=5529 
 
“Caring corporations? Business and social responsibility in Indonesia” –  a study looking 
at efforts to change business practices in Indonesia and asks whether corporate social 
responsibility is relevant to the current state of crisis in the region. 
Available at: http://www.id21.org/society/s8cmk1g1.html 
 
Please send all media articles (from newspapers, websites, journals, magazines etc.) that refer to PWYP 
and transparency issues to the Co-ordinator. They will then be put on our website and your assistance is 
much appreciated. 
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FORTHCOMING IMPORTANT EVENTS 
 
 
EITI regional workshops Ongoing March/April 
PWYP Strategy Day, London 10 March 
EU Africa Summit, Lisbon 4-5 March 
World Bank Extractive Industries Review, 
Asia-Pacific Regional Workshop Meeting, 
Bali 

24-29 March 

OECD Forum 2003, Paris 28-29 April 
World Bank/IMF spring meetings 12-13 April 
EITI Ministerial Meeting, London 12 May 
G8 summit, Evian, France 1-3 June 
Italian presidency of the EU begins July 

 
 
 
30-SECOND INTERVIEW 
 
Katherine Astill 
Private Sector Policy Officer 
Catholic Agency For Overseas Development, CAFOD 
 
Why is CAFOD involved in PWYP? 
 
Because we believe that the proper management of resource revenues is key to poverty 
reduction. 
 
What contributions are you making to the campaign? 
 
I am a member of the steering group and currently leading work on listing rules. 
 
What are PWYP’s strengths? 
 
It is well defined and realistic, and there is a small group of committed and motivated 
individuals in the steering group in Europe. We also have good relations with 
stakeholders, namely governments and business. 
 
What are its weaknesses? 
 
The southern element of the campaign is underdeveloped. 
 
Where do you see PWYP heading in the next six months? 
 
Facilitating and developing the campaign in the south with partner organisations. 
 
For more information on CAFOD, visit: www.cafod.org.uk 
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LAST WORD 
 
One of the most pressing priorities for PWYP is the provision and distribution of 
translations of campaign information and materials. It is imperative, for broadening the 
reach and impact of PWYP into civil societies all over the world that written materials 
and campaign tools are provided in as many languages as possible. The English language 
dominates not only our website, but most of the other information resources that are 
available, which is a key weakness in PWYP’s global outreach. Contributions from our 
coalition partners to translating website materials, the Activity Brief & Toolkit, and other 
campaign resources is required. All languages are welcome! 
 
 
 

"The issue of revenue management is not going away. It’s not just pressure from 
NGOs, NEPAD, the UK government, it’s the communities themselves, among whom 
we operate."  
 
 Alan Detheridge, Vice President, International Affairs of Shell International. 


