
F O R  W I T N E S S  K  A N D  B E R N A R D  C O L L A E R Y

A Call to Prayer
9 - 1 6  J U N E  2 0 2 1

O  God ,  

we  pray  f o r  “Witne s s  K ”  and  Bernard  Co l l a e ry ,

whose  r e spec t  f o r  consc i ence  and  commi tmen t  t o  t ru th  l e d  t o

t h e i r  pro s ecu t i on  and  t h r ea t  o f  impr i s onmen t .

We  pray  f o r  t h e i r  accu se r s ,  t h e i r  l awyer s  and  j udge s ,  and  f o r

a l l  who  are  i n vo l v ed  i n  t h i s  c r i t i c a l  and  d i s t u rb ing  s i t ua t i on .

We  are  mind fu l  o f  s o  many  o the r s  

who  p l a c ed  obed i ence  t o  consc i ence  above  a l l  o the r  du t i e s ,  a s

d i d  J oan  o f  Arc ,  Thomas  More ,  D ie t r i ch  Bonhoe f f e r ,  Oscar

Romero  and  Mary  MacK i l l op .

May  j u s t i c e ,  hone s t y  and  courage  preva i l .

We  make  our  prayer  i n  t h e  name  o f  J e su s  Chr i s t ,  

who  was  accu sed ,  t r i ed  and  condemned

a s  s c apegoa t  o f  t h e  power fu l ,

and  who  l i v e s  and  r e i gn s  wi th  you ,  O  God ,  f o r eve r .  Amen

You are
invited

to join in
nine days'
prayer for
Witness K

and Bernard
Collaery.

Further information:
 

susan.connelly@sosj.org.au
 

josephine.mitchell@sosj.org.au
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W i t n e s s  K  w a s  a n  A u s t r a l i a n  s p y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e
e s p i o n a g e  a g a i n s t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  T i m o r - L e s t e  i n
2 0 0 4 .
 
T h i s  a c t  o f  s p y i n g  l e d  t o  t h e  s i g n i n g  o f  a  T r e a t y
b e t w e e n  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  T i m o r - L e s t e  t h a t
d i s a d v a n t a g e d  t h e  T i m o r e s e .  I t  h a l v e d  t h e  r e s o u r c e s
o f  a  m a j o r  a r e a  o f  t h e  T i m o r  S e a  –  G r e a t e r  S u n r i s e ,
w h i c h  i s  f a r  c l o s e r  t o  T i m o r  t h a n  t o  A u s t r a l i a .

W h e n  W i t n e s s  K  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  F o r e i g n
M i n i s t e r ,  A l e x a n d e r  D o w n e r ,  w a s  w o r k i n g  f o r
W o o d s i d e ,  o n e  o f  t h e  m a i n  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  o f  t h e
r e s o u r c e s ,  h e  c o m p l a i n e d  t o  h i s  s u p e r i o r ,  t h e  h e a d  o f
t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  S e c u r i t y  I n t e l l i g e n c e  S e r v i c e  ( A S I S ) .  

W i t n e s s  K  w a s  a d v i s e d  t o  g a i n  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  a
l a w y e r .  H e  c h o s e  B e r n a r d  C o l l a e r y ,  a  l a w y e r  a p p r o v e d
f o r  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  c o m m u n i t y , a n d  w h o  h a d  b e e n  a n
a d v i s e r  t o  t h e  T i m o r e s e  g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  y e a r s .  

O n c e  T i m o r - L e s t e  r e a l i s e d  t h e  s c a l e  o f  t h e  s p y i n g ,  i t
w i t h d r e w  f r o m  t h e  T r e a t y  a n d  b e g a n  n e g o t i a t i o n s  f o r
e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  m a r i t i m e  b o u n d a r y  u n d e r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
l a w .  

T h e  b o r d e r  w a s  s i g n e d  a t  t h e  U N  b y  A u s t r a l i a  a n d
T i m o r - L e s t e  i n  M a r c h  2 0 1 8 .  

I n  M a y  t h a t  y e a r ,  W i t n e s s  K  a n d  B e r n a r d  C o l l a e r y
w e r e  c h a r g e d  u n d e r  t h e  C r i m i n a l  C o d e  a n d  t h e
I n t e l l i g e n c e  S e r v i c e s  A c t .  

T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  o v e r  5 0  h e a r i n g s  i n  t h e s e
p r o s e c u t i o n s  i n  t h e  A C T  C o u r t s ,  s o m e  h e l d  w h o l l y  o r
p a r t l y  i n  s e c r e t .  

W i t n e s s  K  f a c e s  a n o t h e r  h e a r i n g  o n  1 7  J u n e ,  w h e r e  h e
m a y  b e  s e n t e n c e d .  B e r n a r d  C o l l a e r y  i s  f i g h t i n g  h i s
c h a r g e s ,  a n d  i s  a p p e a l i n g  t h e  l e v e l  o f  s e c r e c y
i n v o l v e d .

w w w . j u s t l y . i n f o       
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