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Timor Sea dispute: progress and
prospects as a deal emerges
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Throughout the course of 2017, Australia and Timor-Leste have negotiated in international conciliation proceedings to
resolve their protracted disagreements over hydrocarbon resources and maritime boundaries in the Timor Sea.

So far, we know the two countries have reached an agreement on maritime boundaries. This is significant given the history
of successive Australian governments seeking a delay. Yet the precise detail of where the boundary will be located has
been kept under wraps as talks continue around how to develop the ‘shared resource’ of the valuable yet undeveloped
Greater Sunrise gas field.

The negotiation is being conducted before a panel of experts under a never before invoked dispute resolution process from
the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea. This expert panel was to produce a final ‘non-binding’ set of recommendations.
Importantly, however, it appears the two countries have reached agreement through the negotiation rather than waiting
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