


Negotiations between Canberra and Dili are being closely watched as the first time
two nations have used the Permanent Court of Arbitration’s last-chance conciliation
process under the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea to resolve a maritime
dispute.

But Australian National University international law professor Don Rothwell said the
parties were unlikely to settle permanent sea boundaries by September, and the
deadline more likely reflected the end point for the formal, one-year conciliation
process rather than any significant shift in respective negotiating positions.

“Australia asa good international citizen had little option but to abide by the
compulsory process’, which will culminate in a set of recommendations by the five
member commission, Professor Rothwell said.

Given the recommendations were non-binding, it was highly conceivable that by
September “ there could be some distance between the Conciliation Commission
completing its work and the parties reaching a final agreement on boundaries’, he
added.

Australia argues its maritime boundary with East Timor should be drawn along its
continental shelf while Timor claimsit should be an equidistant line between the two
nations — placing a larger share of the resource-rich Timor Sea under Dili’s control.

Australia successfully negotiated a continental shelf boundary with Indonesiain 1972
and has long feared Jakarta could seek to renegotiate the border should East Timor
successfully argue for a median line.

Any push by Indonesia to renegotiate its sea boundaries could potentially require the
redrawing of alarge part of the maritime boundary across Northern Australia.
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