
The Treaty has been marred in controversy since the  that Australia bugged East Timor’s diploma�c

mission during nego�a�ons. In late September 2016,  a court of arbitra�on at The Hague  that an

interna�onal tribunal has standing to hear East Timor’s complain, paving the way for a renego�a�on of the

mari�me boundary.

“Fairness is a na�onally defining trait for Australians. This polling suggests that most people want Timor-Leste to

have a fair go with regards to resources in the Timor Sea,” Execu�ve Director of The Australia Ins�tute, Ben

Oquist said.

“This shows there is public support for nego�a�ons to mark the mari�me boundaries between our two

countries, as currently there are none.

“It would be terrible if Australia’s behaviour in this affair has the poten�al to undo the good will and strong

friendship forged through our support of East Timorese independence.

“The Government should heed the public mood on this issue and enter future nego�a�ons with a new spirit of

amity and respect for interna�onal law,” Oquist said. 

Now	thinking	about	Australia's	international	relationships.	There	is	currently	no	permanent	maritime	boundary

between	Australia	and	East	Timor.	Drawing	a	boundary	in	accordance	with	current	international	law	is	likely	to	deliver	East

Timor	a	substantial	share	of	the	oil	and	gas	located	in	the	Timor	Sea.	

Should	Australia	try	to	establish	a	permanent	maritime	boundary	in	accordance	with	current	international	law?
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