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NATIONAL PARLIAMENT RESOLUTION No. 12/2014
Of 24 October

On supporting the Government for the creation of a Special
Council for definitive delimitation of maritime boundaries

Whereas, since the country’s independence, thel@ebdpgimor-Leste have always had the
desire to exercise full powers of sovereignty dhernational territory and over the maritime
area which, according to international law, is urttieir jurisdiction;

Whereas, due to historical circumstances relatédeqeriod of Indonesian occupation and
the position taken by the Commonwealth of Austratidhe delimitation of maritime
boundaries of Timor-Leste under international l&awnmor-Leste was forced to conclude,
during the process of negotiating the definitivérdigation of maritime boundaries,
temporary agreements for the exploitation of nattesources in the seabed located between
the two countries, postponing, therefore, this tiagjag process for the definitive

delimitation of maritime boundaries;

Whereas the treaties concluded with the Commoniveélfustralia (the Timor Sea Treaty
and the Treaty on Certain Maritime ArrangementthenTimor Sea (CMATS) do not allow
the full exercise of the sovereign powers of Tirheste, as recognized by international law;

Whereas Timor-Leste and Australia agreed to susfiendrbitration proceedings for a
period of six months to try to resolve the dispit®ugh amicable settlement;

Whereas Timor-Leste believes that the definitiviengiéation of maritime boundaries
between the two countries is the only acceptalldisa, in that it meets the aspirations of its
people and is the only solution capable of enaltlegfull economic development of the
nation;

Whereas, with the definitive delimitation of mamt boundaries, Timor-Leste can offer
more confidence and certainty to investors;

Whereas, in accordance with the Constitution of@benocratic Republic of Timor-Leste, the
powers to prepare and negotiate internationaliegate the responsibility of the
Government;

Whereas, in accordance with the Constitution of@kenocratic Republic of Timor-Leste, the
power to ratify international treaties relatingdelimitation of boundaries and cross-border
limits are the responsibility of the National Parfient;

Whereas all political parties represented in theddal Parliament agree with the
Government strategy and accept that, 12 yearsthfteestoration of independence of the
nation, it is necessary to establish, definitivéhg national maritime borders;

Whereas there are certain citizens of Timor-Lagiteen their experience, wisdom, history,
and public recognition, who should play an active tin the direction and guidance of the
team that will negotiate the agreement with the @amwealth of Australia for the definitive
determination of maritime borders.
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The National Parliament resolves, in accordanck iticle 92 of the Constitution and in
Article 9.1(b) of the Rules of the National Parliem, as follows:

1. Support and accept immediate beginning of negotiativith the Commonwealth of
Australia with the objective of establishing thdidigéive maritime boundaries between
the Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste and the Camwealth of Australia;

2. Recognize, according to the constitutional prireipl separation of powers of the
sovereign bodies and with the provisions of Artitld.1(f) of the Constitution of the
Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste, the respongipodf the Government for
preparation and negotiation of an internationatiyrdor the establishment of definitive
maritime boundaries between the Democratic Repuatblidmor-Leste and the
Commonwealth of Australia, which must subsequenlyatified by the National
Parliament in accordance with Article 95.3(f) o tGonstitution of the Democratic
Republic of Timor-Leste;

3. Support the decision of the Government to cre&ewncil for the Definitive
Delimitation of Maritime Boundaries, which will hawas its main attributes:

a) Define the key conditions for negotiating a trefatythe definitive delimitation of
maritime boundaries with the Commonwealth of AUgracting as a supervisory
committee and body to control the overall directidthe negotiating process, and
determine the intended goals; and

b) Act as the supervisory body for the negotiatingrteand provide instruction and
guidance on for relevant decisions and strategacton;

4. Support the decision of the Government to includhe Council for the Definitive
Delimitation of Maritime Boundaries:

a) The Prime Minister of the Democratic Republic ofibr-Leste and, also, the
Government Ministers whose participation provesvaht for effective negotiation of
an agreement with the Commonwealth of Australiadf&finitive delimitation of
maritime boundaries and

b) Eminent personalities of the nation, including fermPresidents of the Republic,
former Prime Ministers, former Presidents of theidtaal Parliament and any other
person who may be designated by the Governmeighnhdf their reputation,
experience, wisdom, history and public recognitsimuld play an active role in the
directing and orienting the team that will go t@aogate the agreement with the
Commonwealth of Australia.

This Resolution shall enter into force the daydwaiing its publication in th©fficial Gazette.

Approved on 24 October 2014.

To be published.

The Speaker of Parliament,
Vicenteda Silva Guterres



