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WE WELCOME THE PRESIDENT OF INDONESIA TO TIMOR-LESTE, 

BUT CANNOT FORGET CASES OF CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY 

 “End impunity and consolidate democracy and human rights” 

Although we still cry and be sad from the unhealed wounds to our bodies, we are 

also glad to receive the visit of the President of Indonesia with a commitment to look 

for a solution for the serious crimes committed during the illegal occupation from 

1975 to 1999.  We hope that this visit can serve as an initial step to resolve crimes 

against humanity which have not yet had final accountability. 

Cruel acts and inhuman treatment committed by the Indonesian military against 

Timor-Leste’s people have not yet been erased from our memories. The principal 

leaders of these serious crimes are still free, repeating similar violations in West 

Papua, Maluku and other places in Indonesia. The Indonesian people now have a 

President without a military history, but former officers who were involved in serious 

crimes still have power and influence in the Indonesian government, which closes 

every route toward justice for serious crimes. 

Many reports, including the Chega! report, relate information about various 

violations by the Indonesian military against the Timorese people. These violations 

include torture, killings, forced disappearances and denying civil, political, economic 

and social rights.1  

For 24 years, there were uncountable violations. For example, after destroying 

Falintil’s support base in 1978, Indonesian soldiers and their Timorese collaborators 

forced the civilian population into concentration camps. Everybody involved knows 

how difficult that situation was. During this concentration, noncombatants were not 

allowed to farm or produce food for themselves and their families. People starved 

and suffered severe malnutrition, and many died. People were deprived of food, 

education and health, creating structural poverty which continues today. 

                                                           

1 http://www.cavr-timorleste.org/chegaFiles/finalReportPort/07.9-Direitos-Economicos-e-Sociais.pdf  



Although processes for some serious crimes have been conducted in Dili and Jakarta 

for 1999 cases,2 there has never been justice and no legal solution has been found 

for people, victims or the international community.3 Of the perpetrators who 

designed and commanded these crimes, only two Timorese went to prison, and 

many continue to live free from a credible trial, such as Prabowo Subianto, Wiranto 

and other generals who have so far avoided justice processes.  

We know that the democratic process in Indonesia continues to progress because 

people and journalists freely raise the cases of 1965-1967 to the public. We hope 

that Indonesian government is willing to pursue other past crimes under national 

and international laws and mechanisms. We continue4 to urge both states – Timor-

Leste and Indonesia, as well as the United Nations – to discuss the Chega! report and 

to begin to implement its recommendations, as well as those of the Commission of 

Truth and Friendship (CTF), in particular the establishment of a Commission for 

Missing Persons. It has been nearly ten years and the two Governments have not yet 

been serious in fulfilling their obligations as per the CTF recommendations. We do 

not forget the many promises from the international community that it will establish 

an international tribunal when the two states fail to end impunity for serious crimes. 

We trust that Sr. Joko Widodo respects the law, democracy and human rights, and 

we ask how we can work together to overcome the tremendous challenges which 

are preventing the people of Timor and Indonesia from achieving these goals. 

As human rights activists, we and the Timorese people, together with activists and 

people from Indonesia, continue to advance democracy in Indonesia and justice for 

Timor-Leste’s people. 

Thank you. 

 

Dili, 25 January 2016 

                                                           

2 http://www.asser.nl/upload/documents/DomCLIC/Docs/NLP/Indonesia/Silaen_Judgement_12-8-2002.pdf  

3 http://www.cavr-timorleste.org/chegaFiles/finalReportPort/08--Responsabilidade-e-Responsabilizacao.pdf  

4 http://www.laohamutuk.org/Justice/JusticeIndex.html#InternationalCrimes  


