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JOINT STATEMENT FROM ANTI MEMBERS REGARDING FORCED DISAPPEARANCES

What it means to celebrate the 30 " August

For the last ten years we have celebrated theAB@ust as 'the population consultation' day or
Referendum Day. The people of Timor-Leste are taliyned when it comes to Referendum Day
because this was a truly historic day where thelgeoere able to free themselves from the
Indonesian occupation and this ended the serionesrsuffered by the people of Timor-Leste.

This year we celebrate Referendum Day together tivétlcelebration of 100 years since the struggle
of Dom Boaventura who started the revolution agdfwstuguese Colonization in 2012 in Manufahi.

In addition, on the 3BAugust Timor-Leste and the international commuiritgeneral celebrate this
day as the international day of the victims of &at@isappearances to pay respect and to value the
innocent who disappeared, and until now their walgoeits remain unknown.

For Timor-Leste, the International Day of the et of Enforced Disappearances is very relevant to
what happened in the past. History shows that ifelst’'t know the whereabouts of Dom
Boaventura who revolted against Portugal in 19I1®anumber of others who disappeared during
the struggle for independence between 1974 and, 1®8ading the deceased Nicolau Lobato,

David Alex Daitula Nagafunu, Mauhudu Rankadalalgause until now we don’t know about their
fate.

Families of the victims are also citizens of Timaste and they have the right to know if these
people are still alive or not. If they are stilival, where are they now and if they are dead, then
where were they buried? We consider cases of falisagphpearance to be crimes against humanity
that are ongoing because no information about tissing has been provided to their families and
the people of Timor-Leste in general.

Therefore, on this important day, we, the famibéshe victims, civil society organizations, stutlen
organizations as well as individuals who remainoeosned with justice, through the National
Alliance for an International Tribunal, deliver odemands to the following relevant institutions:

1. We ask the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to follow upe report of the Commission of Truth and
Friendship, especially in relation to victims ofded disappearances during the Indonesian
occupation in Timor-Leste, so that cases of foidiedppearance can be officially initiated
between the two countries.

2. We ask the Ombudsman for Human Rights and Justit@low up the MOU which was entered



into between the Ombudsman for Human Rights anticéusnd the Indonesian National Human
Rights Commission to search for those who disagaelaetween 1974 -1999, and the findings
need to be provided to the victims, the familieshaf victims and the people of Timor-Leste who
are the direct victims of the aforementioned violas.

. In March 2012, the State of Timor-Leste delivertsdUniversal Periodic Report (UPR) in
Geneva to evaluate the human rights situationmmofiLeste, therefore we recommend for the
President as the Head of State together with thergment and the National Parliament to start
seeking a mechanism to sign and ratify the Congardn Forced Disappearances in order to
ensure that forced disappearances are not repeatssl future.

th
. We ask for the State and the National Parliamenelebrate the 30August as the Day for
Missing Persons in every district in order to pagpect to the victims who lost their lives for this
nation and this country.

. We also ask the Office of the Prosecutor-Generdimbr-Leste to continue to process serious
crimes together with the Serious Crimes Investigaiieam (SCIT-UNMIT), to ensure that there
will be no more impunity in Timor-Leste in the fuéu

. We ask the State of Timor-Leste to not obstrucisr@us crimes process at the international
level and to follow up the report of the United idas Commission of Experts and the report of
the Indonesian National Human Rights Commissioandigg the establishment of an
international tribunal if the national mechanisnasndt have the capacity to provide justice to the
people of Timor-Leste and the victims.
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