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WHO IS LA’O HAMUTUK?

• La'o Hamutuk is a Non-governmental Organization that 

conducts research, monitoring and analysis on development 

and governance in Timor-Leste. 

• La'o Hamutuk is an independent, flat and non-partisan 

organization established in 2000.

• La'o Hamutuk works on the following issues: economics and 

state finances, environment and major projects, governance 

and human rights, agriculture, and land.

INTERNATIONAL CLIMATE CHANGE AGREEMENTS
• UNFCCC iha tinan 1992

• KYOTO PROTOCOL 1997

• Doha Amendment to the Kyoto Protocol 2012

• PARIS AGREEMENT 2015

• Glasgow Climate Pact (COP26) 2021

• The UNFCCC, Paris Agreement, Kyoto Protocol, and others are 
international frameworks and treaties designed to combat climate 
change by reducing greenhouse gas emissions, promoting adaptation, 
and encouraging global cooperation for a sustainable future.
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TIMOR-LESTE POLICIES ON CLIMATE CHANGE
• Article 6 of RDTL Constitution: The fundamental objectives of the State 

shall be… To protect the environment and to preserve natural resources;

• Article 61 of RDTL Constitution: Everyone has the right to a humane, 
healthy, and ecologically balanced environment and the duty to protect 
it and improve it for the benefit of the future generations.

• Article 139 emphasizes the importance of utilizing natural resources 
responsibly to maintain a green environment and prevent damage to 
ecosystems.

• Timor-Leste has ratified several international conventions including: 
UNFCCC, Kyoto Protocol, Paris agreement etc.

Environmental Basic Law

Climate Change Base Law

Decree-Law No. 36/2012 of July 4
Control of Imports and Exports of Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer

Ministerial Diploma No. 2/2017
Establishment of the Working Group on Climate Change “DNAK”

National Parliament Resolution No. 10/2017
Ratifies the Agreement for the Establishment of the Asian Forest Cooperation Organization

National Parliament Resolution No. 11/2017
Ratifies the Paris Agreement under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change

Draft Climate Change Law 

All laws, parliamentary resolutions, and ministerial diplomas represent the State’s efforts to 
address climate change through mitigation and adaptation.
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TL’S CONTRIBUTION TO CLIMATE CHANGE

• This graph illustrates Total net greenhouse gas emissions produced by Timor-Leste

• Net greenhouse gas emissions produced by Timor-Leste in 2015 are estimated to have been 3,800 GgCO2e. 

• Green house gas emissions by sector: Energy, Agriculture, FOLU, Waste, Exported from oil and gas

• GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION No. 8/2022 of March 1st NATIONAL CLIMATE CHANGE POLICY

• The changes began with the invention of the steam engine during the Industrial Revolution, which led to the development of railroads, the 

use of coal, steam power, and industrialization — all contributing to the continued emission of CO₂ into the atmosphere.

TL STATE BUDGET FOR CLIMATE CHANGE

The Government remains committed to integrating the Climate Budget Marker system into 

its public finance management framework. This strategic initiative aims to ensure the country 

is prepared to effectively address and mitigate the complex impacts of climate change.

DefinitionMarker

This category applies to activities with a clear primary objective of producing specific 

results that improve resilience to climate change or contribute to climate change 

mitigation and the sustainable use of natural resources. 

Examples include expenditures to reduce the risk of natural disasters, support the 

energy transition, and prevent the overexploitation of marine resources.

Highly Relevant [H] 

This category applies to activities with secondary objectives related to strengthening 

resilience to climate change or contributing to climate change mitigation and the 

sustainable use of natural resources. 

An example would be irrigation extension activities, which, while implemented to 

improve livelihoods, also result in greater protection against drought.

Relevant Means [M] 
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Distribution of the 2025 General State Budget by Climate Marker

Allocation (US$)Climate Marker

$ 226.000.000Highly Relevant [H] 

$ 116.000.000Relevant Means [M] 

Fonte: Sistema de planeamento e orçamentação de Timor-Leste, 

Setembro de 2024

Climate change program implementation
• In 2025, the scope of the Climate Budget Marker expanded beyond the initial three main 

government entities—the Ministry of Public Works (MOP), the Ministry of Tourism and Environment 

(MTA), and the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, Fisheries, and Forestry (MAPPF). This expansion 

now includes the Civil Protection Authorities, 13 Municipalities, and the RAEOA, ensuring broader 

implementation of the climate budget marker across multiple government levels.

• Timor-Leste has ratified the UNFCCC Agreement and accessed the GCF fund of $65 million.

• However, the implementation of the programs is to meet the interests of oil companies.

• Carbon colonialism

• Through the Net zero carbon, carbon capture and storage (CCS), the carbon market, blue carbon and 

Greenwashing
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CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS
CONCLUSIONS:

• Public policy cannot expect industrialized countries to take effective mitigation actions

• Government still prioritizes projects which increase climate change in the future such 

as the TASI MANE PROJECT

RECOMMENDATIONS:

• Solutions must be based on the reality of the people.

• CLIMATE JUSTICE NOW!

• Building a strong Alliance is not only Timor but all countries to win

OBRIGADA BARAK 

Institutu Timor-Leste ba Analiza no Monitor ba Dezenvolvimentu

Rua Felicidade (Rua Cardoso Dias), Gricenfor, Bairro Central, Dili, Timor-Leste

P.O. Box 340, Dili, Timor-Leste

Tel: +670-3321040 or +670-77234330

email: laohamutuk@gmail.com   Web: https://www.laohamutuk.org  

Blog: laohamutuk.blogspot.com Facebook


